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124 The Old Testament Student. 

3. Quotations from the Old Testament, in the New Testament especially, but 
likewise in Rabbinical writings. The former class is one of equal importance and 
difficulty. To the latter class there has probably never been given sufficient 
attention. 

4. Manuscripts ; but since all written copies of the Old Testament, now extant, 
have been made since the Massoretic revision, very few various readings can be 
found, and the aid from this source is not of the greatest value. 

5. The last source, and in many cases, the most fruitful, is that of critical con- 
jecture. This source, evidently, should be used only as a last resort, and then 
sparingly. 

It is clear that only specialists can do this work, but, certainly, every true Bible 
student should make use of the results which the specialist may work out. In 
this, as in every department of work, it is a duty to acquaint ourselves with those 
results which able and talented men have attained in the conscientious perform- 
ance of their work. 



The Study of Hebrew in Colleges.— The Colleges of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, and of the United Presbyterian Church furnish instruction in Hebrew to 
those members of the Senior Class who may desire it. This study, in the academ- 
ical institutions of other denominations in this country, is the exception. In these 
denominations, it is the rule. The question arises. Are these denominations, in 
this respect, behind the times, or ahead of the times ? It is true that long ago in 
Harvard, Hebrew was taught as a CoUege-study, but that was when the majority 
of Harvard's students were preparing for the ministry. How does the matter 
stand to-day? 'is it wise, is it practicable to make this study an optional one in 
the College ? Are not the denominations referred to doing for those about to 
enter their ministry a work of great value ? This further notice of the subject is 
suggested by the following letter from one well-known both east and west : — 

Dear Mk. Editoe:— In the November Number of The Old Testament 
Student I read, with great pleasure, an Editorial on the study of " Hebrew in 
Colleges." In the Lafayette College, Easton, Pa., with which I have the honor 
to be connected, Hebrew has been, for many years, an elective study, on the part 
of the Senior Class, who intend to study for the ministry. On entering upon my 
duties, at the opening of the Middle Term, last year, I organized a class m Hebrew 
that pursued the study with great enthusiasm. The President of the College and 
other members of the faculty frequently remarked that their progress and attain- 
ments, during the short period of three months, were very remarkable. All the 
members of the Class, with the exception of one, had the ministry in view. That 
one was actuated by literary and philological motives. I left, at the end of the 
Middle Term, when the Class constituted itself a Hebrew Society, for the purpose 
of prosecuting the study until the close of the College year. Judging from the 
character of the young men, I may safely say that their zeal did not flag. I in- 
tend to organize another class at the opening of next term, about the first of 
January. I hope, Mr. Editor, that you will endeavor, as far as you are able, to 
bring the importance of the study of Hebrew before the faculties of the Colleges 
throughout the land. Yours very respectfully, 

Chables Elliott, 496 Dundas St., London, Ontario. 



